
 

Bracknell Forest Council 
Record of Decision 

 

Work Programme Reference 
 

1095194 

 
1. TITLE: Recreation/Sports Quality Improvement – Binfield Football Club 

 
2. SERVICE AREA: Place, Planning & Regeneration 

 
3. PURPOSE OF DECISION 

 
To seek approval for the allocation of S106 funding (£30,000) to support improvements to 
outdoor recreational and sports facilities at Binfield Football Club, Hill Farm, Binfield. 
 
To confirm which financial contributions secured from developers under Section 106 of the 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 will be applied to the project. 

 
4 IS KEY DECISION No 

 
5. DECISION MADE BY: Executive Member for Culture, Delivery and Public 

Protection 
 

6. DECISION: 
 

i. The release of £30,000 of S106 funds to Binfield Football Club be approved as a 
conditioned grant to support improvement of the recreational and sports facilities at 
their grounds at Hill Farm Lane, Binfield. 
 

ii. To draw the £30,000 from the four S106 agreements detailed within the table of 
Annex 1. 
 

iii. To condition that payment of this grant will be subject to sufficient match funding 
being secured to ensure completion of all the improvements totalling £37,000 as 
detailed within the application documents in Annex 2. 
 

iv. To condition that appropriate planning permissions are secured where required. 
 
7. REASON FOR DECISION 

 
1. Developer contributions are collected through S106 agreements to support 

“providing, expanding or improving open space, and/or outdoor recreational facilities 
(which may include the acquisition and/or improvement of land and/or buildings 
and/or carrying out or assisting in the carrying out of nature/landscaping conservation 
projects) within 3 kilometres of the Site.” 

 
2. The justification for requiring developers to supporting the improvement of open 

space and outdoor recreational facilities is given under point 8. Promoting Healthy 
Communities, The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), which states that: 

 
“Access to high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and recreation can 
make an important contribution to the health and well-being of communities.” 
 



 

3. The borough council has adopted a Parks and Open Spaces Strategy (2012) and this 
project is in accordance with delivering the following two priorities: 

 

 Enhance outdoor sport and play provision (including ancillary facilities). 

 Encourage greater community involvement and additional partnership working 
between agencies, groups and organisations. 

 
4. The borough council has adopted the Play, Open Spaces and Sports (POSS) Study 

which identifies that ‘Outdoor sport facilities are often a focal point for the community, 
functioning as a recreational and amenity resource in addition to a formal sports 
facility’. 

 
5. The project supports two aspirations in the Binfield Parish Council Strategic plan 

2020-2023: 
 

 Community Wellbeing – events & activities to support mental and physical wellbeing 
across all sections of the community  

 Facilities - improve the range of spaces available to support the widest range of 
activities  

 
6. It supports commitments set out in the Government’s Integrated Communities Action 

Plan i.e. Binfield FC will work with sport bodies, such as Sport England, to support 
interventions that use sport and physical activity to build integrated communities and 
help address social isolation. This will include working with the English Football 
League (EFL) Trust to test the impact that Football Club Community Organisations 
can have on social mixing. 

 
8. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED 

 
1. Not carrying out a project at Binfield FC could lead to funds being returned to the 

developers, if no other qualifying scheme was located through which to deliver 
enhancements in the time available. 
 

2. Not using s106 funding could result in a failure to mitigate the impact of development 
and a missed opportunity for providing, expanding or improving outdoor recreational 
and sports facilities. 
 

3. The S106 contributions available in the borough have been assessed in order to 
eliminate those lying outside the distance constraints of the developments as set out 
in the respective s106 agreements. 
 

4. Development monies amounting to £30,000 (index linked) are secured through four 
developments, which are between 1.2–2.7kms away, which is within the distance 
constraints set out in the legal agreements. 

 
9. DOCUMENT CONSIDERED: Report of the Director: Place, Planning & 

Regeneration 
 

10. DECLARED CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None 
 

Date Decision Made Final Day of Call-in Period 

23 October 2020 30 October 2020 


